
 
 
7 August 2020 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 
As we now have even tighter restrictions placed upon us, I wanted to assure you of my thoughts and 
prayers for all of you.  I understand that this will pose difficulties in our day to day living, but we need to do 
whatever we can to stop the spread of the coronavirus.   
 
We heard in the Second Reading last Sunday the wonderful words of St Paul’s letter to the Romans that 
“nothing can come between us and the love of God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:35, 37-39).  These words 
certainly echo our situation today.  With the challenges that we all face, let us keep in mind that we are all 
in this together.  God is with us strengthening our faith and our hope.   
 
I would like to share with you this special prayer that you might like to use at home.  Together in prayer we 
can be strengthened by God’s love as we face this challenge in our life. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, our true physician and healer, be merciful to us and bring us your aid in these troubled times. Heal all our 
sickness and every affliction of your people. Drive out our infirmities of soul and body; free us from all disease and especially 
from this pestilence. We place in your gentle Heart the elderly, the frail, people with disability, children, young people and 
families, our indigenous peoples, those who are poor, lonely and isolated. As you walk with us, free them from fear, and give them 
patience and hope together with our loving care. In your mercy deal also with the causes of our pitiful condition, that in curing 
our lack of faith and spiritual weakness, you may also remedy our bodily ills. We place our trust in you, the risen Lord, who lives 
and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen. 
(available at https://www.catholic.org.au/images/synod/Prayers_for_Time_of_Pandemic.pdf) 

 
I will continue to celebrate Mass online and you can participate with me at home through our parish 
website www.smmchadstone.com.au  or at this links: https://sites.google.com/view/st-michaels-
parish-ashburton/home or www.facebook.com/smashburton.  Schedule of livestream Mass is from 
Tuesday – Friday at 10:00am and Sunday at 10:00am 
 
Email us also if you would like to add someone in our prayers of the faithful for Sunday Mass, 
jordanville@cam.org.au or ring the Parish Office 9807 1466. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and prayers.  Let us always find our strength in Christ.  Together we 
can get through this and we will eventually surpass this great challenge. 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Fr. Laurence Cortez     Fr. Martin Ajiboye 
Parish Administrator     Assistant Priest 

https://www.catholic.org.au/images/synod/Prayers_for_Time_of_Pandemic.pdf
http://www.smmchadstone.com.au/
https://sites.google.com/view/st-michaels-parish-ashburton/home
https://sites.google.com/view/st-michaels-parish-ashburton/home
http://www.facebook.com/smashburton
mailto:jordanville@cam.org.au

