
First Reading   Wis 6:12-16
Wisdom is found by those who look for it.

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim.
By those who love her she is readily seen,
and found by those who look for her.
Quick to anticipate those who desire her, 

she makes herself known to them.
Watch for her early and you will have no 

trouble;
you will find her sitting at your gates.
Even to think about her is understanding 

fully grown;
be on the alert for her and anxiety will 

quickly leave you.
She herself walks about looking for those 

who are worthy of her
and graciously shows herself to them as 

they go,
in every thought of theirs coming to meet 

them.

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 62:2-8. R. v.2

(R.)   My soul is thirsting for you,  
O Lord my God.

1. O God, you are my God, for you I long;
 for you my soul is thirsting.
 My body pines for you
 like a dry, weary land without water.  (R.)

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary.
 to see your strength and your glory.
 For your love is better than life,
 my lips will speak your praise.  (R.)

3. So I will bless you all my life,
 in your name I will lift up my hands.
 My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
 my mouth shall praise you with joy.  (R.)

4. On my bed I remember you.
 On you I muse through the night
 for you have been my help;
 in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.  (R.)

Second Reading   1 Thes 4:13-18
Those who died as Christians, God will bring to life with Jesus.

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, 
about those who have died, to make sure 
that you do not grieve about them, like the 
other people who have no hope. We believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, and that it 
will be the same for those who have died in 
Jesus: God will bring them with him. We can 
tell you this from the Lord’s own teaching, 
that any of us who are left alive until the 
Lord’s coming will not have any advantage 
over those who have died. At the trumpet 
of God, the voice of the archangel will call 
out the command and the Lord himself will 
come down from heaven; those who have 
died in Christ will be the first to rise, and 
then those of us who are still alive will be 
taken up in the clouds, together with them, 
to meet the Lord in the air. So we shall stay 
with the Lord for ever. With such thoughts 
as these you should comfort one another.

Gospel Acclamation  Mt 24:42. 44

Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful and ready:
you know not when the Son of Man  

is coming.
Alleluia!

Gospel   Mt 25:1-13
Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him.

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish and five of them were sensible: the 
foolish ones did take their lamps, but they 
brought no oil, whereas the sensible ones 
took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. 
The bridegroom was late, and they all grew 
drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight 
there was a cry, “The bridegroom is here! 
Go out and meet him.” At this, all those 
bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their 
lamps, and the foolish ones said to the 
sensible ones, “Give us some of your oil: 
our lamps are going out.” But they replied, 
“There may not be enough for us and for 
you; you had better go to those who sell 
it and buy some for yourselves.” They had 
gone of to buy it when the bridegroom 
arrived. Those who were ready went in with 
him to the wedding hall and the door was 
closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. 
“Lord, Lord,” they said, “open the door for 
us.” But he replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do 
not know you.” So stay awake, because you 
do not know either the day or the hour.’
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Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 8 November 2020

Reflection by Greg Sunter

The three gospel accounts from the final
three weeks leading up to the season of
Advent all come from Chapter 25 of the
Gospel of Matthew. They can be seen
together as an extended treatise on living life
in response to Jesus’ message and preparing
for the end of time. This week’s gospel starts
out as a Kingdom parable and becomes a bit
more of a metaphor for living a Christian life.
The gospel parable relates to ten
bridesmaids – five foolish and five wise –
who are participating in a wedding ritual that
involves meeting the bridegroom and
escorting him the last part of his way to the
wedding reception. The foolish bridesmaids
have not brought sufficient reserves of oil for
their lamps and have to leave at the critical
time to try to obtain more. When they
eventually arrive at the reception hall they
are turned away because they have shamed
themselves as well as the bride and groom
by not fulfilling their duty.
Some of the original audience of Matthew’s
gospel, along with many of the early Christian
followers, had an expectation that Jesus was
going to return and usher in the end of the
world in their lifetime. The message of this
gospel is captured in Jesus’ final words, ‘So
stay awake, because you do not know either
the day or the hour.’ The timing of Jesus’
coming cannot be predicted and so all
Christian believers, like the bridesmaids,
need to continue to act with hope and
expectation; being prepared for the fact that
it may be further off than anticipated. Many
early Christians were living their lives as
though the world would end at any time. The
gospel warns them, and us, to continue to
follow the example of Jesus and not to
become complacent – expecting that
everything is about to come to an end.


