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Parish of St Mary Magdalen, Jordanville 
    PRESBYTERY: 22 Bolwarra Street, Chadstone, Victoria 3148  

Tel:  9807 1466    Email: Jordanville@cam.org.au 
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        Parish Priest: Fr. Laurence Cortez  
         Assistant Priest: Fr. Martin Ajiboye 

                   Hall Hire: Morley Fernando on 9807 2131   0468 918 075 
The Parish of St. Mary Magdalen is committed to the safety,  
wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 

Christmas 2020 
24 December Christmas Eve Mass 

 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7 
A Son is given to us. 

 

Psalm Response: 
Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord 

 

Second Reading: Timothy 2:11-14 
God’s grace has been revealed to all people. 

 

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Good News and great joy to all the world:  
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 
Today a saviour has been born for you. 

 

25 December Christmas Day Mass 
 
 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 
All the ends of the earth shall see the saving power of our God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm: 
All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God. 

 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 
In our own time, God speaks to us through his Son. 

 

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

A holy day has dawned upon us. 
Come you nations and adore the Lord. 

Today a great light has come upon the earth. 
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel: John 1:1-18 
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw his glory. 

 



 
  Christmas Message 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
What a year it has been for all of us.  Nevertheless, no matter how great challenge that we face, let us not lose 
sight of the light of hope that God gives.  Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord!  Indeed, the joyous 
celebration of Christmas brings a renewed hope for all of us.  In the year that has gone fast and quickly, and 
during all the challenges we have faced, Christ has been with us always.  Christ is Emmanuel, God with us.  This 
is the Good News we believe, embrace and proclaim.   
 
We bring together our own gifts and giftedness to each other as a sign of God’s continued love for us.  I pray that 
we continue to live God’s love, mercy and compassion to our families, our community and the world.  Even in the 
times when we struggle to meet challenges in life, we have Christ, we have one another as family of God.   
Thank you all for your continued love and support for our parish community.  Together we proclaim the God 
who became one of us, born for us, to share the love and hope that Jesus brings.   
May you all have a blessed and safe Christmas and a peaceful and better New Year.           
  

Fr. Laurence Cortez     Fr Martin Ajiboye 
Parish Priest      Assistant Priest 

 

 
 

Wishing you all a very happy and blessed Christmas and New Year. 
 

 

MASS TIMES THIS WEEK 
 
Saturday (26TH December):  Mass 9:00am    
      Vigil Mass 6:00pm  
Sunday (27TH December):  Mass 9:30am 
 
Please note: The priest will be on a short break so there will be no weekday Mass on 
the following days (Monday - Thursday) 28TH – 31ST 

Mass on 1ST January (Friday) will be at 10:am    
 

 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: After Mass when a priest is available 
BAPTISM: During Sunday Mass or at 11:00am.  Email the Parish office to book. 
 



 
  JESUS is CHRISTMAS 

 

Friends, 
 

Christmas celebrations in the city of Bethlehem are likely to be very quiet this year.  
 

Under the weight of a global pandemic, and the ongoing troubles in the Middle East, this special destination 
for thousands of pilgrims and tourists will resemble something more akin to that familiar Carol, ‘O little 
town of Bethlehem… how still we see thee lie...’   
 

Perhaps it was a similar stillness that met the Holy Family more than 2000 years ago, as they sought a place 
of safety to welcome the birth of their child.  
 

Doors had been shut to them, amidst their own time of worrying restrictions. How familiar is this aspect of 
the nativity story to our own lives this year? 
 

Jesus was born in such a time as this, and in fact, is born for such a time as this. He comes to us always in our 
need and our reality. 
 

There has been much said about what a ‘COVID Christmas’ will be like, but is that the question we need to 
be asking? This year has challenged us in ways that have been unimaginable; it has turned our levels of 
comfort and security on their head.  
 

And whilst we’ve sought creative ways to engage in our worship and our connections, it’s never been about 
reinventing something.  
 

Christmas too is not of our own making. The tinsel and gifts, food and holidays certainly play their part in 
how we acknowledge the festivity of the season, but they’re not Christmas. 
 

Jesus is Christmas:  then – now – always. 
 

Whether it is into a peaceful landscape, or a war torn one; a time of uncertainty and isolation, or one of 
abundant friendship and family; whether it is in poverty or in plenty – the question we should ask is what is 
the kind of Christmas we want to live?  
 

Isn’t it one that holds close the promise of life and hope that the birth of Jesus gives us? And in that very gift, 
is not our calling to bring this life and hope to the world?  
 

Jesus is the gift beyond all gifts, which we receive; and He is the gift we can always give. 
 

Which brings me back to the next part of the Carol.  
 

"Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight" 
 

When you gather this Christmas, in whatever way that is, don’t labour on the darkness and of this year - 
recall the wonder of that birth and the light by which we can see ahead. 
 

May you, your families, loved ones, your friends and neighbours be filled with the everlasting light of life and 
hope this year.  
 

Jesus is Christmas. 
 
 

Most Rev Peter A. Comensoli 
Archbishop of Melbourne 

 



 

 

 
 


