Reflection by Greg Sunter
Today’s gospel begins with a level of
expectancy
among the people that John the Baptist may be

Gospel Acclamation See Mk 9:8

the Christ; the Messiah. This seemingly throw
away introductory comment confirms the fact
that the Jewish expectation of the Messiah was
particularly heightened at the time of John and
Jesus. At the time of the ministries of John and
Jesus, the Romans had been the occupying
force in Judaea for about 80 or 90 years.
Throughout most of their lives the infamous
Galilee area had been relatively peaceful and
free of revolutionary activity but that changed
from about 26 CE. With the anti-Roman
sentiment on the rise, the ancient yearning for
a Messiah resurfaced.

Alleluia, alleluia!
The heavens were opened and the
Father’s voice was heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluia!

This Messianic expectation stretched back
hundreds of years and was richly associated
with the sovereign line of King David. The
Davidic line ruled for more than 400 years until
it was ended in the early 6th Century BCE by
the Jewish people being exiled in Babylon for
about 50 years.

Gospel Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

The term, Messiah, literally means anointed
one. In ancient Israel, the king was designated
by being anointed with oil on his head.
Following the exile in Babylon, the people
longed for another great king, in the style
and from the line of David. Over time, this
expectation grew into an ideal that one day a
perfect king would rise up again and be the
anointed one; the Messiah. As the years grew
into decades and centuries, this expectation
took on more and more significance. When the
Messiah came, the whole world would be put
to right; a period of justice and peace would
prevail; the oppressed would be liberated.

When Jesus had been baptised and had been praying, the
heavens were opened and the Holy Spirit came upon him.

A feeling of expectancy had grown among
the people, who were beginning to think
that John might be the Christ, so John
declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with
water, but someone is coming, someone
who is more powerful than I am, and I am
not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he
will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.’
Now when all the people had been baptised
and while Jesus after his own baptism was
at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy
Spirit descended on him in bodily shape,
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour
rests on you.’

Whilst the people longed for the Messiah
to appear, the gospels reveal that they had
difficulty believing Jesus was the one for whom
they hoped.
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The Baptism of the Lord, Year C

First Reading Is 42:1-4. 6-7
Here is my servant, my chosen one in whom I am well pleased.

Thus says the Lord:
Here is my servant whom I uphold,
my chosen one in whom my soul
delights.
I have endowed him with my spirit
that he may bring true justice to the
nations.
He does not cry out or shout aloud,
or make his voice heard in the streets.
He does not break the crushed reed,
nor quench the wavering flame.
Faithfully he brings true justice;
he will neither waver, nor be crushed
until true justice is established on earth
for the islands are awaiting his law.
I, the Lord, have called you to serve the
cause of right;
I have taken you by the hand and formed
you;
I have appointed you as covenant of the
people and light of the nations,
to open the eyes of the blind,
to free captives from prison,
and those who live in darkness from the
dungeon.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 28:1-4. 9-10. R. v.11

(R.) The Lord will bless his people
with peace.
1. O give the Lord you sons of God,
give the Lord glory and power;
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Adore the Lord in his holy court. (R.)
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2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the
waters,
the Lord on the immensity of waters;
the voice of the Lord, full of power,
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. (R.)
3. The God of glory thunders.
In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood:
the Lord sits as king for ever. (R.)

Second Reading Acts 10:34-38
God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power.

Peter addressed Cornelius and his
household: ‘The truth I have now come
to realise’ he said ‘is that God does not
have favourites, but that anybody of any
nationality who fears God and does what is
right is acceptable to him.
‘It is true, God sent his word to the people
of Israel, and it was to them that the good
news of peace was brought by Jesus Christ but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You must
have heard about the recent happenings in
Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how
he began in Galilee, after John had been
preaching baptism. God had anointed him
with the Holy Spirit and with power, and
because God was with him, Jesus went
about doing good and curing all who had
fallen into the power of the devil.’

